Brandywine Bonsai Society

Promoting the art and horticulture of bonsai since 1967

Marco Invernizzi at Mark Huf’s
Saturday, May 20, 2023, 10:00 am

May Cookie Person: none

May Program

This month’s meeting is especially exciting. We will
be meeting at Mark Huf's place in Oxford, PA to get a
chance to learn from one of the most-respected
bonsai artists, Marco Invernizzi. Marco will be
working on a Shimpaku juniper that he has hand
selected for us. At the end of the meeting, the
juniper will be raffled off to some lucky club member.
The meeting will start promptly at 10:00 and end at
noon. After the meeting, you will have a chance to do
some shopping in Mark’s nursery.

If you would like a chance to spend more time
observing Marco, after a short lunch break, he will
work on some trees that were selected for him by the
people who have organized the day’s events. You
are more than welcome to observe this; however, this
part of the day is not associated with the club.

If anyone would like to bring a tree you would need to
get in touch with Mark first so he can add you on a
list. There might be a chance Marco could spend a
few minutes helping with styling the tree or just giving
great advice. The tree would need to be fairly mature
and worthy for him to look at. Naturally time is limited
so it would be a maybe . This is likely to happen
after 3:00.

Mark Huf
257 Bethel Rd.
Oxford, PA 19363

Directions to Mark’s:

Take Route 1 to Oxford, PA. Exit onto 472N. Take
the first left onto Bethel Road. Stay on Bethel. Go
right at the stop sign and then straight through the
four-way stop. Take fourth driveway on the right.
There is a big sign.

July Auction/Picnic

Our July 15th meeting is our annual Auction/Picnic at
Anson B. Nixon Park in Kennett Square. This is our
biggest fundraiser. We ask members to donate items
that will then be auctioned off with the proceeds
going to the club. The schedule consists of three
parts: Pre-lunch auction, club-supplied lunch, and
post-lunch auction.

Azalea Farm (Roberta Carlson)
Nancy Plumley took about twenty members on a tour
of the greenhouse where she single-handedly roots
the cuttings. Just for fun, we then went into the hand
dug cave. All morning, Nancy shared her tips for
growing azaleas and amazed us with the

history of her relatives and the property. Many of the
azaleas were in full bloom, and most of us went
home with at least one box of plants.

Brandywine Bonsai Society founded in 1967. BrandywineBonsai@ Gmail.com
President, Robert King; Treasurer, Greg Kanaskie; Newsletter Editor, Karin Simmat (610-325-0677)




Brandywine Bonsai Society founded in 1967. BrandywineBonsai@ Gmail.com
President, Robert King; Treasurer, Greg Kanaskie; Newsletter Editor, Karin Simmat (610-325-0677)




Azalea Field Trip (Rob King)

We had a good turnout for our azalea adventure that
Roberta planned for the club. With many varieties of
azalea to choose from and the prices ranged from
$5.00 to $15.00. We also got a tour of the grounds
and learned about azalea propagation. Also most
interesting was the information about the owner’s
family history, including that she was the fourth
generation that owned property in the area to
produce many different types of plants. | really
enjoyed her information about one of her relatives
that was involved in the Underground Railroad
providing a stop for those going North. This relative
went to North Carolina to become involved in the
Reconstruction efforts there. He was one of the
authors of the NC state constitution.

Here are a few facts | learned along the way in my
quest to produce azalea bonsai:

1. Most trees and shrubs are apical dominant,
meaning the strongest growth happens at the top
of the tree. Azaleas are lateral dominant, which
means that the strongest growth happens in the
lower sections. This is important to know because
when pruning an azalea, you must leave more
growth at the top of the plant and less growth in
the lower areas.

2. Itis common to hear that it is best to repot an
azalea right after flowers fall. That is counter
intuitive because flowering reduces the amount of
energy available to the tree. Cutting the roots do
the same thing. So you do not want to do both
processes right after one and another. In Japan,
azaleas were being repotted from mid-February
to early March.

3. You must be careful using fungicides, insecticides
and miticides with azaleas. Many of these
chemical solutions; especially horticultural oils will
severally damage the tree. Luckily, azaleas are
relatively resistant to fungi and insects. | am
generous with fungicide/insecticide/miticides with
my other trees but do not use any with my
azaleas during the growing season or before | put
my trees away for the winter.

BBS Business

Because we will not be meeting at our usual two
meeting places in April and May, we will not be doing
the monthly bonsai item give-away and having a
member supply cookies. In the future look forward to
the give-away to include stands, pots, a Japanese
book, amongst other things.

Is this my tree yet? (Rob King)

In the 27 years that I've been part of the bonsai
world, this topic has been one that is commonly
debated. When can | call a tree that | acquire my
own? Like most things bonsai, there seems to be no
hard and fast rules.

Let’s say | acquire a tree from Roberta. She’s
worked on this tree for five years and it's a beauty. |
then purchase it from her. In two months, we have
our Longwood show, and | decide to display it.
Should | put the tree under my name because | own
the tree or do | put it under her name because she is
the artist that created it? Is the decision different if
the artist has passed away? How about | purchase
the tree from her, but | decide to redesign it from her
informal upright to a semi-cascade? You can see that
there are many situations and each one has many
solutions. This came up at MABS during a discussion
that we were having about Marty Schmalenberg'’s
trees. If somebody purchased one of Marty’s trees,
does the person have to display the tree at MABS
under their name?

When | first joined the BBS, that topic came up
and after much discussion there was a set of
guidelines that were to steer us in the “right”
direction. Here is what they were (I don’t necessarily
think that these need to be followed).

1. If the tree is well developed, you should not
claim it as your own for 1 calendar year.

2. Ifthe tree is well developed, but you make a

major change to it, it is yours to claim.

3. Ifthe tree is raw material, it is yours the

minute you put scissors to it.

| don’t necessarily believe that these guidelines are
the end all. What do you think?

Crown Custom Bonsai Information:

For the next month, we are not in the BTC or the
ABNP because we will have a program at Mark
Huf's. | will not be bringing my usual inventory. If you
need something that you know [ sell or want to know
if | sell a specific item, please email me at
crowncustombonsai@hotmail.com. Remember, |
have a great selection of aluminum wire — all sizes
from 1.0 mm to 6.0 mm, and for all sizes, | have 100
grs ($5.00), 500 grs ($15.00) and 1000 grs ($25.00).
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2023 Brandywine Bonsai Schedule

May 20: Marco Invernizzi Demonstration (Marc
Huf's)

June 17: Show Preparation, Karen Harkaway (BTC)
July 15: Club Auction and Lunch (ABN Park)
August 19: Open Workshop (ABN Park)
September 16: Group Design of a Bonsai | or
(ABN Park)

October 21: Longwood Show Preview (TBA)
November 18: Business Meeting and Garage Sale
(TBA)

BTC = Brandywine Town Center, Wilmington, DE
ABN Park = Anson B Nixon Park, Kennett, PA
Mark Huf's = Huf Landscaping, Oxford, PA

TBA = To Be Announced

May 13: Nature’s Way Bonsai 50'" Anniversary
Open House, 1451 Pleasant Hill Road, Harrisburg,
PA 17111

Tony Tickle, a well-known British bonsai artist, will be

demonstrating. Offering a 15% discount to BBS
members on purchases.

June 8 — 11: American Bonsai Societies Learning
Seminars, Denver, Colorado

US National Bonsai Exhibition, September 9-10,
2023

Rochester, NY. www.internationalbonsai.com for
detailed information and online registration

Superfly Discount

As a member of the BBS, you are entitled to a 10%
discount at Superfly Bonsai. You must make your
purchase in person at Superfly and inform them that

you are a member of the Brandywine Bonsai Society

when you are checking out.

Crown Custom Bonsai: Tool Sharpening
It is time to get your tools cleaned and sharpened. If

you have tools needing this maintenance, bring them

to the club meeting and Rob will clean and sharpen
them and then bring them to the next meeting. The

cost of this service for most tools is between $1.00 -
$5.00.

Free Classified Ads: We are still carrying your
classified ads in the newsletter for free. Are you
planning on selling things that will not be included in
the silent auction and that you want the club to be
aware so they can bring some extra money, are
offering some sort of bonsai-related services, or
maybe you are heading to Superfly or Nature’s Way
and are offering to pick things up for our members.
You can send this info to Karin Simmat
(ksimmat@verizon.net) for inclusion in the next
newsletter.
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