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Karen Harkaway on Display Prep   
Saturday, June 17, 2023, 10:00 am  

Brandywine Town Center Community Center, Wilmington, DE 
 

June Cookie Person:  Karin Simmat 
 
June Program 
Karen Harkaway has been working with bonsai 
almost twenty years starting when she joined the 
Pennsylvania Bonsai Society.  She first studied with 
Howard McNeal and Chase Rosade and later moved 
on to masters outside our immediate area such as 
Mauro Stemberger.  Karen has exhibited frequently 
at the Philadelphia Flower Show, ABS shows, Mid-
Atlantic Bonsai and Bill Valavanis’ show in 
Rochester, NY (US National).  She is now on her 
second term as president of ABS (American Bonsai 
Society).  Her favorite bonsai species are hinoki and 
eastern white cedar. 
 
Karen will be discussing what needs to be done to 
your bonsai prior to displaying it at a public show. 
 
June Give-away 
At this month’s meeting we will be raffling off a round 
slab stand with a living edge. This was created by a 
former BBS member, John Jennings from downed 
trees in his yard.  
 
Directions to the Brandywine Town Center (BTC) 
The meeting hall is a stand-alone building, removed from 
the commercial area, with a large glass dome on top. 
 
 From Route 202 Southbound: Shortly after crossing 
into Delaware on Route 202 southbound, turn left onto 
Naamans Road at the intersection bounded by an Exxon 
station and the Days Inn. At the second light, turn left into 
the Brandywine Town Center (You will see a large Target 
store), turn right, and follow the outer parking lot ring road 
to the meeting hall. 
 From I-95 Northbound and 202 Northbound: Take Exit 
8 Concord Pike North.  Just beyond Concord Mall at the 
Days Inn, turn right onto Naamans Road and follow the 
directions above. 
 From I-95 Southbound: Take the I-495 and Naamans 
Road exit just after passing into Delaware.  Take Naamans 
Road westbound. After passing Grubb Road, you will take 
the next right into Brandywine Town Center.  Look for the  

 
meeting center described above.  These directions and a 
detailed map are available all the time on the directions 
page of the BBS Website.   
 
July Auction/Picnic 
Our July 15th meeting is our annual Auction/Picnic at 
Anson B. Nixon Park in Kennett Square. This is our  
biggest fundraiser. We ask members to donate items 
that will then be auctioned off with the proceeds 
going to the club. The schedule consists of three 
parts: Pre-lunch auction, club-supplied lunch, and 
post-lunch auction. 
 
Marco’s program (Rob King) 
Last month’s program was Marco Invernizzi at Mark’s 
nursery. In the morning Marco transformed a nice 
piece of Shimpaku juniper into a real work of art. As 
those who attended Marco’s visits the last couple of 
years can attest to Marco never let us down and he 
has become one of our favorite programs. He is part  
artist, part comedian, part story teller, and 100% 
teacher - I know that the math does not add up. In 
the two hour slot that we allotted for “club” time, he 
successfully delivered new information for both those 
that are new to the art form and to those more 
advanced. For me, what I found most helpful was his 
discussion on deadwood - creating deadwood, 
placing it into position and preserving the deadwood 
for the future. What I found helpful was his discussion 
on how deadwood should look like a branch that died 
in its natural position, not just a peg glued into the 
main trunk. 
   It also was a day for going for a shopping spree in 
Mark’s nursery inventory. Most of us there took 
advantage of the lower than lower prices on a huge 
inventory of the different sizes of trees, species of 
trees, and the number of trees of each species. I was 
excited to walk away with two large willow trees and 
a Chinese juniper. Most of us were really excited 
about the day and hope Mark can arrange another 
Marco day next year. 
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2023 Brandywine Bonsai Schedule 
  
June 17: Show Preparation, Karen Harkaway (BTC) 
July 15: Club Auction and Lunch (ABN Park) 
August 19: Open Workshop (ABN Park) 
September 16: Group Design of a Bonsai I or II 
(ABN Park) 
October 21: Longwood Show Preview (TBA) 
November 18: Business Meeting and Garage Sale 
(TBA) 
BTC = Brandywine Town Center, Wilmington, DE 
ABN Park = Anson B Nixon Park, Kennett, PA 
Mark Huf’s = Huf Landscaping, Oxford, PA 
TBA = To Be Announced 
 
June 8 – 11: American Bonsai Societies Learning 
Seminars, Denver, Colorado 
 
New Jersey Bonsai Societies Open Show & Sale, 
July 22, 2023 at Christ Episcopal Church, 90 Kings 
Highway, Middletown, NJ 07748 (10 am to 4pm) free 
 
US National Bonsai Exhibition, September 9-10, 
2023 
Rochester, NY.  www.internationalbonsai.com for 
detailed information and online registration 
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Summer Care (Rob King) 
We are heading into that time of year in which 
excessive heat can have a detrimental effect on your 
trees. I mainly have small trees and no matter the 
species, I water twice a day. My larger trees are still 
being watered once a day. How do I know when to 
water? Some bonsai artists push a chopstick down 
into the soil, about an inch. When they remove the 
chopstick, if it is wet, the tree does not need to be 
watered. If dry, it needs to be watered. I use another 
system that is more subjective. I have a couple of 
indicator trees, mainly a euonymus forest, that when 
their leaves start to look a little “droopy”, I water the 
trees of the same size. I know it sounds like I would 
need to check my trees many times a day but with 
time you get know your trees and they will talk to you 
and tell you when they are thirsty. 
 
Superfly Discount 
As a member of the BBS, you are entitled to a 10% 
discount at Superfly Bonsai. You must make your 
purchase in person at Superfly and inform them that 
you are a member of the Brandywine Bonsai Society 
when you are checking out. 
 
Crown Custom Bonsai: Tool Sharpening 
It is time to get your tools cleaned and sharpened. If 
you have tools needing this maintenance, bring them 
to the club meeting and Rob will clean and sharpen 
them and then bring them to the next meeting. The 
cost of this service for most tools is between $1.00 - 
$5.00. 
 
Free Classified Ads:  We are still carrying your 
classified ads in the newsletter for free. Are you 
planning on selling things that will not be included in 
the silent auction and that you want the club to be 
aware so they can bring some extra money, are 
offering some sort of bonsai-related services, or 
maybe you are heading to Superfly or Nature’s Way 
and are offering to pick things up for our members.  
You can send this info to Karin Simmat 
(ksimmat@verizon.net) for inclusion in the next 
newsletter. 
  
 
 
 


