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Jack Billet, Dorie Froning and Pat Morris 

Memorial Winter Silhouette  
Saturday, January 21, 2023, 10:00 am  

Brandywine Town Center Community Center, Wilmington, DE 
 

                                                                                       
 

Membership 
Annual membership fees are due again.  The costs are 
unchanged.  Twenty dollars for an individual, etc.  See 
attached registration/dues form and send payment to Greg 
Kanaskie as soon as possible.   Please fill out all the 
information requested to keep Greg’s records accurate. 
Greg Kanaskie, 133 North Wawaset Rd., West Chester, 
PA 19382. 
 
The January Meeting: Billet, Froning, and Morris 
Winter Silhouette Display  
In January, we will have our annual Winter Silhouette 
Display meeting. Originally this meeting was created to 
honor one of our earliest members and most talented 
artist, Jack Billet. Jack was fond of saying that the best 
time to look at a bonsai tree was in the winter when you 
could focus on its skeleton. This meeting’s name was 
changed to honor two other long time and dedicated 
members, Dorie Froning who was one of the founders of 
this club and was known nationwide for her expertise with 
shohin bonsai, and Pat Morris who played many 
leadership roles in our club and The American Bonsai 
Society. 
 
We invite all to bring a tree and any accessories (stands, 
accent pieces, etc.) that you may want. Your tree does not 
have to be show ready; just something that you want us to 
see. 
 
MidAtlantic Bonsai Societies (MABS) 
MABS will hold their annual meeting at the Hampton 
Inn/Hilton Hotel (both are in the same building but on 
opposite sides) on March 31 – April 2. Complete 
information, registration form and hotel information can be 
found at MidAtlantic Bonsai Societies Home. There will be 
an All North American cast of artists: Will Baddeley (USA), 
Todd Schlafer (USA), and Hugo Zamora Luna (Mexico). 
The symposium features artist demonstrations, raffles of 
the artists’ demo trees, workshops, ability to observe the 
workshops, chance to tour the exhibition with an artist, and 
access to vendors selling everything from tools to pots to 
trees. 

If you are undecided about going, read the following piece 
on Mid-America Bonsai Alliance (mababonsai.org) about 
the importance of attending conferences. 
 
2023 Brandywine Bonsai Schedule 
 
January 21: The Billet, Froning and Morris Winter 
Silhouette Display (BTC) 
February 18: The Philosophy of Wabi-Sabi; Defining the 
Importance of Negative Space (BTC) 
March 18: The Bonsai Book Club; Matching the Bonsai 
Tree to the Bonsai Pot (BTC) 
April 29: Visit to an Azalea Nursery  
May 20: Marco Invernizzi Demonstration (Marc Huf’s) 
June 17: Creating a Bonsai Display, Karen Harkaway 
(BTC) 
July 15: Club Auction and Lunch (ABN Park) 
August 19: Open Workshop (ABN Park) 
September 16: Group Design of a Bonsai I or II (ABN 
Park) 
October 21: Longwood Show Preview (BTC) 
November 18: Business Meeting and Garage Sale (BTC) 
 
BTC = Brandywine Town Center, Wilmington, DE 
ABN Park = Anson B Nixon Park, Kennett, PA 
Mark Huf’s = Huf Landscaping, Oxford, PA 
 
Other Bonsai Events of Interest 
Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Societies Symposium,  
March 31 – April 2, Parsippany, NJ 
American Bonsai Societies Learning Seminars,  
June 8 – 11, Denver, Colorado 
Nature’s Way Open House (Jim Doyle), TBA 
Three Mountain Bonsai Studio open house (Sean Smith), 
TBA 
Kifu Bonsai open house (Bob Mahler), TBA 
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Superfly Discount 
As a member of the BBS, you now are entitled to a 10% 
discount at Superfly Bonsai. You must make your 
purchase in person at Superfly and inform them that you 
are a member of the Brandywine Bonsai Society when you 
are checking out. 
 
Directions to the Brandywine Town Center (BTC) 
The meeting hall is a stand-alone building, removed from 
the commercial area, with a large glass dome on top. 
 
 From Route 202 Southbound: Shortly after crossing 
into Delaware on Route 202 southbound, turn left onto 
Naamans Road at the intersection bounded by an Exxon 
station and the Days Inn. At the second light, turn left into 
the Brandywine Town Center (You will see a large Target 
store), turn right, and follow the outer parking lot ring road 
to the meeting hall. 
 From I-95 Northbound and 202 Northbound: Take Exit 
8 Concord Pike North.  Just beyond Concord Mall at the 
Days Inn, turn right onto Naamans Road and follow the 
directions above. 
 From I-95 Southbound: Take the I-495 and Naamans 
Road exit just after passing into Delaware.  Take Naamans 
Road westbound. After passing Grubb Road, you will take 
the next right into Brandywine Town Center.  Look for the 
meeting center described above.  These directions and a 
detailed map are available all the time on the directions 
page of the BBS Website.   
 
Inclement Weather Notifications 
Should we have snow or other inclement weather for a 
meeting, please check your email for a late 
announcement.  We will try to get the email 
announcements out with ample warning, but once in a 
while we get surprised.  You can call Steve Ittel at 302 
778-4546 as a last resort.  Steve leaves pretty early for 
meetings to get that essential coffee brewing, but his wife 
will patiently answer the phone.   
 
Crown Custom Bonsai: Akadama 
Rob (Crown Custom Bonsai) will be bringing a limited 
number of 14 liter bags of medium and small particle size 
Akadama. Each bag will sell for $58.00. If you would like to 
reserve a bag, please email Rob at 
crowncustombonsai@hotmail.com.  
 
Crown Custom Bonsai: Tool Sharpening 
We are now in the season where our tools are not being 
used and it is time to get them cleaned and sharpened. If 
you have tools needing this maintenance, bring them to 
the club meeting and Rob will clean and sharpen them and 
then bring them to the next meeting. The cost of this 
service for most tools is between $1.00 - $5.00. 
 
Review of Bonsai Learning Courses by Rob King 
I am not being paid for this endorsement of the Bonsai 
Learning video courses offered by Bonsai Empire, but I 
find these courses phenomenal. These are a series of 

courses that progress from Beginner to Master Class with 
teachers Bjorn Bjorholm, Michael Hagedorn, Mauro 
Stemberger, Oskar Jonker, Walter Pall, Harry Harrington, 
Morten Albek, and Masahiko Kimura. You can do the 
courses in any order and can skip those that are not of 
interest to you. To make these more fun some courses 
offer quizzes and certificates of completion. Once you 
have paid for a course, you own it in perpetuity. I have 
started with the Beginner videos, which I found to be 
interesting and informative and am now in the middle of 
the Intermediate videos. Lastly, there is a cost for each 
class, but it is well worth it. Check them out at 
www.bonsaiempire.com\courses. 
 
Charlotte’s Notice 
At the BBS auction I donated a pot which I am interested 
in having again. It is a very low, brown, unglazed oval that 
has a rough texture. The dimensions are perhaps 
14”x12”x1”. There wasn’t much interest in it at the auction, 
but I now have a use for it and would be willing to pay a 
good price. My email is: charlotte_o_smith@outlook.com, 
and my phone number is 302/733-7601. 
 
Free Classified Ads:  We are still carrying your classified 
ads in the newsletter for free. Are you planning on selling 
things that will not be included in the silent auction and that 
you want the club to be aware so they can bring some 
extra money, are offering some sort of bonsai-related 
services, or maybe you are heading to Superfly or Nature’s 
Way and are offering to pick things up for our members.  
You can send this info to Karin Simmat 
(ksimmat@verizon.net) for inclusion in the next newsletter. 
 

 
 


