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         Hershey Azalea Farm   
Saturday, April 29, 2023, 10:00 am  

      Gap, PA 
April Cookie Person:  none 

 
April Meeting: Hershey Azalea Farm (Roberta Carlson) 
 
We’ll be visiting Hershey’s Azalea Farm in Gap, PA 
on Saturday, April 29 at 10 am. The farm specializes 
in Kurume hybrids, and several varieties have been 
developed there, including the famous Hershey Red. 
You can learn about their varieties and history at 
hersheysazaleafarm.com.  
 
Nancy Plumley now owns the farm that her 
grandfather started, and she’ll be taking us to a 
couple of greenhouses, one heated and one 
unheated, and around the grounds. For those who 
are adventurous, there’s a man-made cave to 
explore. Most importantly, it’s a shopping opportunity 
with wholesale prices. The plants will not be potted, 
so have boxes and protection for your vehicle.  
 
Azaleas are shallowly rooted, so the root ball isn’t 
deep. Also, there’s an area that’s overgrown with 
weeds, and if anyone wants something from there, 
digging is possible. We’ll start at 10 am on Saturday, 
April 29.  
 
The farm is located on the Lancaster/Chester County 
line at 773 County Line Rd., Gap, PA. The road to 
the farm turns into a single-lane dirt path, so traffic 
could be an issue. Fortunately, there is a Walmart 
and a Home Depot about two miles from the farm, 
both on Rt. 30 (Parkesburg). If anyone wants to 
share a ride to the farm, I’ll happily help coordinate 
that.  
 
For directions, please refer to Hershey’s website. 
Basically, if you can make it to Rt. 30, you’ve got it. If 
you’re unsure, please ask me. While this trip is 
extremely convenient for a few members (I confess 
to being one of them), I know that it’s a drive for 
some members who may not want to make the 
journey. If you’re interested but can’t make the trip, 
please contact me with what you’re looking for, and  
 

 
I’ll do my best to find it. Thanks to Joe Germano, 
whose azalea inspired this trip. 
 
MABS Symposium Review (Rob King) 
 
BBS had good representation in the MABS Members 
Display.  The Member’s Display was probably the 
best that I’ve ever seen at MABS. 
 
A large number of BBS members attended the 
symposium. Three excellent artists work on junipers, 
pines, and fir trees that were raffled off and won by 
very happy members. Unfortunately, no trees were 
won by BBS members. 
 

 
Owner: Rob King; Willow Leaf Ficus. 27 yrs. Training. 
Cetre (Italian) pot 
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Owner: Mark Huf. Fuji Cherry, Prunus incisa, ‘Little 
twist’, 6 yrs. Training 
 

 
Owner: Steve Adams, (left) Kishu Shimpaku juniper, 
Japanese pot, Asian stand (right) miniature privet, 
Japanese pot, Steve Adams stand 
 

 
Will Baddeley (UK) working on a pine 
 
The selection of vendors was phenomenal. Anything 
you would want to add to your bonsai collection was 
available, from plant material, antique pots, tools and 
copper wire. I purchased a very interesting large 
(about 20”), round pot from a young potter (Forrest 
Inn Pottery). There were many in the vendor area 
who said that this young lady was the new Sarah 
Raynor. 
 

 
 
The auction, both silent and live, was great fun. The 
items up for auction ranged from just about every 
aspect of bonsai that you can think of. The bidding 
was fast and furious. I won two antique scrolls, three 
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Japanese show catalogs and about 100 back issues 
of bonsai magazines (ABS and BCI journals, Bonsai 
Europe, Bonsai Today, and Bonsai Focus). 
 
For those of you that have a complete collection of 
Bonsai Today, a vendor was selling the complete set 
for $600.00. Somebody ended up purchasing the 
collection for the reduced price of $500.00. 
 
Next year, MABS will be held in Harrisburg/Hershey. 
Rob was officially elected as the new treasurer of 
MABS. 
 

 
Owner: Melvin Goldstein. Satsuki Azalea, 40 yrs. 
Training, Ron Lang pot 

 
An award-winning root over rock azalea 
 

 
Close up of Mel’s Satsuki roots 
 
BBS Business 
Because we will not be meeting at our usual two 
meeting places in April and May, we will not be doing 
the monthly bonsai item give-away and having a 
member supply cookies. In the future look forward to 
the give-away to include stands, pots, a Japanese 
book, amongst other things. 
 
Crown Custom Bonsai Information: 
For the next two months, we are not in the BTC or 
the ABNP because we will be having an azalea dig 
(April) and a program at Mark Huf’s (May). I will not 
be bringing my usual inventory. If you need 
something that you know I sell or want to know if I 
sell a specific item, please email me at 
crowncustombonsai@hotmail.com. Remember, I 
have a great selection of aluminum wire – all sizes 
from 1.0 mm to 6.0 mm, and for all sizes, I have 100 
grs ($5.00), 500 grs ($15.00) and 1000 grs ($25.00). 
 
2023 Brandywine Bonsai Schedule 
April 29: Visit to Hershey’s Azalea Farm  
May 20: Marco Invernizzi Demonstration (Marc Huf’s) 
June 17: Creating a Bonsai Display, Karen Harkaway 
(BTC) 
July 15: Club Auction and Lunch (ABN Park) 
August 19: Open Workshop (ABN Park) 
September 16: Group Design of a Bonsai I or II (ABN 
Park) 
October 21: Longwood Show Preview (BTC) 
November 18: Business Meeting and Garage Sale (BTC) 
BTC = Brandywine Town Center, Wilmington, DE 
ABN Park = Anson B Nixon Park, Kennett, PA 
Mark Huf’s = Huf Landscaping, Oxford, PA 
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May 13:  Nature’s Way Bonsai 50th Anniversary Open 
House, 1451 Pleasant Hill Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111 
Tony Tickle, a well-known British bonsai artist, will be 
demonstrating.  Offering a 15% discount to BBS members 
on purchases. 
 
June 8 – 11: American Bonsai Societies Learning 
Seminars, Denver, Colorado 
 
Three Mountain Bonsai Studio open house (Sean Smith), 
TBA 
Kifu Bonsai open house (Bob Mahler), TBA 
 
US National Bonsai Exhibition, September 9-10, 2023 
Rochester, NY.  www.internationalbonsai.com for detailed 
information and online registration 
 
Superfly Discount 
As a member of the BBS, you now are entitled to a 10% 
discount at Superfly Bonsai. You must make your 
purchase in person at Superfly and inform them that you 
are a member of the Brandywine Bonsai Society when you 
are checking out. 
 
Crown Custom Bonsai: Tool Sharpening 
It is time to get your tools cleaned and sharpened. If you 
have tools needing this maintenance, bring them to the 
club meeting and Rob will clean and sharpen them and 
then bring them to the next meeting. The cost of this 
service for most tools is between $1.00 - $5.00. 
 
Free Classified Ads:  We are still carrying your classified 
ads in the newsletter for free. Are you planning on selling 
things that will not be included in the silent auction and that 
you want the club to be aware so they can bring some 
extra money, are offering some sort of bonsai-related 
services, or maybe you are heading to Superfly or Nature’s 
Way and are offering to pick things up for our members.  
You can send this info to Karin Simmat 
(ksimmat@verizon.net) for inclusion in the next newsletter. 
  
The Purple Pot Society (Roberta Carlson) 
It started in 2021 “to support, encourage, and inspire 
female bonsai artists and advocate for diversity and 
inclusion within the bonsai community.” The goals 
are to: 

• Advocate for a stronger female presence, 
and a more diverse and inclusive bonsai 
community 

• Work with bonsai museums and botanic 
gardens to increase their acquisitions of 
bonsai trees by female artists 

• Start a scholarship for women to further their 
education/training in bonsai 

• Be a platform for women who are bonsai 
professionals 

• Preserve the stories and history of female 
bonsai artists 

• Help organize bonsai conventions or shows 
that feature all female artists  

• Encourage the creation of local chapters of 
PPS women’s bonsai study groups 

 
Find more at purplepotsociety.org. 
 
Bonsai Club Book List (Roberta Carlson) 
 
Bonsai Today—Out of print. Charlotte Smith has a 
complete index 
Gafu-ten—Yearly commemorative album from the 
prestigious shohin exhibition in Japan. 
The Complete Book of Bonsai—Harry Tomlinson 
The Japanese Art of Miniature Trees and 
Landscapes—Yuji Yoshimura 
Growing Pines for Bonsai—Julian Adams. Visit 
julianadams.com to order his book and view his trees 
The Creative Art of Bonsai— Isabelle and Remy 
Samson 
Bonsai Heresy—Michael Hagedorn. Visit 
crataegus.com for Hagedorn’s blog, podcast, videos, 
and wonderful ramblings. One of his favorite books is 
Steven King’s On Writing. It’s one of mine (Roberta), 
too, so when Hagedorn applies King’s writing rules to 
bonsai, I get it. Therefore, I guess, Steven King is 
teaching me bonsai. Scary!  
The Bonsai Bible—David Squire 
The Little Book of Bonsai—Jonas Dupuich 
Bonsai Survival Manual—Colin Lewis 
What’s Wrong with My Plant?—David Deardorff 
and Kathryn Wadsworth 
Bonsai: The Complete Guide to Art and 
Technique—Paul Lesniewicz 
The Art of Bonsai—Peter Adams 
John Naka’s Sketchbook—John Naka 
Bonsai Techniques I and II—John Naka 
Bonsai Masterclass: The Definitive Chapter—
Peter Chan. Chan is famous for his YouTube videos, 
where he makes bonsai accessible to all levels 
Bonsai Life Histories—Martin Treasure 
North American Bonsai—Martin Schmalenberg 
Basic Bonsai Design—David De Groot 
The Foundations of Bonsai, Bonsai Inspirations 2 
and 3–Harry Harrington. Visit bonsai4me.com for 
Harrington’s articles, videos, and books. He 
specializes in working with inexpensive, ugly trees, 
trees that others would consider unsuitable for 
bonsai. 
Modern Bonsai Practice—Larry Morton feat. Walter 
Pall trees 
Kamuti—Willi E. Bollmann 
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Freestyle Bonsai—Jerome Kellerhals and 
Mariannjely Marval 
Bonsai with Tropicals—Mary C. Miller. While she 
provides hints for tropicals, she also shares witty 
advice for anyone interested in trees 
The Pruning Book—Lee Reich 
Bonsai Club International Journal—$29/yr for all e-
issues (starting 2011) 
Bonsai: Culture and Care of Miniature Trees—
Sunset Books. The 15th edition (1991) is free at 
archive.org. Some books, like Rob’s penjing book, 
are in a foreign language, while other books have 
out-of-date advice, such as using yard dirt or sand. 
All of these books can still be of value for their beauty 
and inspiration.  
 
Sites  
Fireescapebonsai.substack.com—Max Falkowitz 
describes his blog as a “tree killer’s” life with bonsai 
in NYC. He follows Bonsai4Me, Crataegus, Heron’s, 
and Walter Pall. Walter Pall—used to have a blog, 
used to be on Facebook, and is definitely on 
YouTube. He’s famous for his naturalistic style. 
Kaizenbonsai.com—Graham Potter’s articles, 
photos, and videos. He makes amazing yardadori 
from overgrown shrubs.  
 
Podcasts  
Bonsai Stuff—Scott Martin of Bonsai Matsu 
Bonsai Mirai—Ryan Neil 
 
Steve Ittel Matching Trees & Pots Brief Review 
(Karin) 
A beautiful pot can overwhelm the tree. 
 
There are some basic rules but there are exceptions 
to the rules: 
 
The pot length should be ½ to 2/3 the height of the 
tree.  The depth of the pot should be the same as the 
width of the tree base. 
Cascade trees should be in deep pots. 
Semi-cascade trees should be in a pot deep enough 
to keep the branches off the table. 
Regular sized pots are best with upright or slanted 
trees. 
Shallow pots are best for forests, rafts, wind-swept 
trees and maples. 
 
From the color wheel, it is best to combine colors 
opposite each other on the wheel.  Color is difficult 
with maples because spring, summer, and fall colors 
are so different. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


