
Brandywine Bonsai Society founded in 1967.  BrandywineBonsai@Gmail.com 
President, Robert King; Treasurer, Greg Kanaskie; Newsletter Editor, Karin Simmat (610-325-0677) 

 
 

Bus Trip to Brooklyn Botanical Garden 
Saturday, September 17, 2022 

8:00 am meeting at Brandywine Town Center 
 
 

                                                                                     
 

 
Brooklyn Botanical Gardens Bus Trip (Rob) 
On September 17th we will be taking a bus trip to the 
Brooklyn Botanical Gardens in Brooklyn, New York. This 
bus trip has been in the planning since before the 
pandemic. The bus will leave the BTC promptly at 8:00 
a.m. and will return at approximately 5:00 p.m. When you 
get to the BTC look for me to point out where you should 
park 
 
   You will have the full day to explore the gardens on your 
own. The cost of the bus is covered by the club except for 
the $5.00 per person fee that we will use to tip the driver. 
You will have to pay for your own admission (Adults: 
$18.00/Seniors (65 and up): $12.00). Members of the 
American Horticultural Society, PA Horticultural Society, 
plus hundreds of other societies/gardens are admitted free 
of charge with their membership card (Go to the BBG site 
and look under “Admissions” and “See Complimentary 
Admissions Program details” to see the complete listing of 
societies/gardens). Unfortunately, Logwood Gardens is not 
part of this program. You can buy a combined ticket if you 
wish to visit both the Gardens and the art museum located 
next door – Brooklyn Museum. 
 
   You are not allowed to bring  food into the Gardens but 
there are three places that you can buy food - a modern, 
vegetable-focused cuisine in a full-service setting at Yellow 
Magnolia Café, casual entrées at the seasonal outdoor 
eatery Yellow Magnolia Canteen, or sandwiches, snacks, 
and drinks at the Coffee Bar at the Visitor Center. 
 
The current list of members that are signed up to go is 
attached. If you are on the list and want to be removed, not 
on the list and want to be added, please contact Rob at 
shenking@msn.com. 
 
October Meeting Date Changed to October 8 
This year the date of our October meeting (October 15th) 
coincides with our Longwood Show (October 10th to 
October 17th). Steve made arrangements for us to meet at 
the BTC on October 8th instead of October 15th. Our 
program will not change. Those who want to display a 
tree(s) at Longwood Gardens from October 10th to October 

17th will bring their displays to the meeting and set them up 
to so that the members can preview them before the show. 
If at the meeting, we have more trees than what we can 
display at Longwood, the members will vote to see which 
trees will be displayed. 
 
Longwood Gardens Exhibit (October 10 – 17)  
This year our Longwood exhibit is going to be quite 
different than what we’ve done in the past. Our usual area 
for our exhibit is still unavailable due to the ongoing 
construction. Longwood has offered us an area located 
close to where you enter the Conservatory, over by the 
Green Wall (where the bathrooms are) for a full week, 
Monday, 10/10 to Monday, 10/17. The trees will be placed 
on pedestals, which will be roped off to prevent 
Longwood’s guests from touching the trees.  
     Roberta Carlson is again in charge of the exhibit and 
will provide us with more information as it comes along. 
She reported the following: date (see above); we should 
have approximately 20 pedestals available to us; will have 
a table for tree-sitters; and there will be no demonstrations. 
We will have to do all we can to cover the tree-sitter duties. 
Roberta is working 1:1 with Longwood Gardens so please 
direct all comments and questions to her. 
 
2023 Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Societies Convention  
Because of the dates for Passover, the planned date for 
the MABS convention has been changed to March 31 -
April 2, 2023. It again will be held at the Hampton 
Inn/Hilton in Parsippany, NJ. This year MABS will feature 
Will Baddeley (U.S.), Todd Schlaefer (U.S.) and Hugo 
Zamora (Mexico). I know this is far in the future but mark 
your calendar now for this fantastic event. There will be 
demos, exhibit critiques, and workshops by the artists 
above, as well as continuous auctions and a large vendor 
area. 
 
National Bonsai Foundation Apprenticeship Program  
National Bonsai Foundation/The National Bonsai and 
Penjing Museum has developed a new program in which a 
full-time apprentice studies all aspects of the art of bonsai 
and penjing at the museum. It is expected that after their 
studies at the museum, they will go out to educate and 
train a new generation of budding American bonsai/penjing 
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artists. For more information on this program go to the 
following website: https://www.bonsai-nbf.org/blog-
archive/category/Curator%27s+Apprentice+Blog 
     At the August meeting, the members of the club voted 
to donate $500.00 to this program. In addition, it was also 
decided that we are only committing to a donation for this 
year. Future donations to this program are not automatic 
and will require a discussion and vote by club members. 
This donation will be in addition to our usual donation of 
$250.00 that we make at the end of the year. 
 
Ittel Bonsai Pottery 

The website for Ittel Bonsai Pottery, https://ittel.org/, has 
been updated with lots of new pots and artists.  Steve has 
included both some large new pots and smaller kusamono 
pots from this year’s firings 

Free Classified Ads:  We are still carrying your classified 
ads in the newsletter for free. Are you planning on selling 
things that will not be included in the silent auction and that 
you want the club to be aware so they can bring some 
extra money, are offering some sort of bonsai-related 
services, or maybe you are heading to Superfly or Nature’s 
Way and are offering to pick things up for our members.  
You can send this info to Karin Simmat 
(ksimmat@verizon.net) for inclusion in the next newsletter. 
 
Next Year’s Programs 
I know it is only September and next year seems far away 
but certain programs take a long time to arrange – 
arranging visiting artists, locating plant material, figuring 
out venues, etc. This being so, start thinking of some ideas 
for programs for next year and pass them along to the 
officers. 
 
Right Branch, Left Branch, Back Branch, Front Branch 
( Rob) 
This title works best if you read this like the Dr. Seuss 
book, “One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish”. At MABS 
this spring, I took Bjorn Bjorholm’ critique of the trees in 
the exhibit. At one tree he stated that the tree was very 
nice except that it has the right branch, left branch, back 
branch, front branch format repeating from bottom to top. 
He said this style is very repetitive and can be very boring. 
He also said that this design is seen mainly in American 
trees. During one of his breakout sessions, I discussed this 
more with him. He stated that this format of branch 
placement has never been a guiding principle in Japan or 
Europe like it sometime is in the U.S. He recommended 
finding some editions of Kokufu-Ten, Gafu-Ten and “Best 
Bonsai in Europe” show books and spending some time 
with them.  Lately, I’ve had a chance to do this with many 
of my Japanese show books – both old and new - and I 
found that he is 100% right, no right branch, left branch, 
back branch, front branch format. It is information like this 
that keeps me interested in the art of bonsai and driven to 
try new things. 
 
Workshop at Anson B. Nixon Park (Karin) 

The workshop was well attended.  I never took an exact 
head count but there were about 22 members there.  We 
had fun helping each other out with suggestions.  Aley 
came with the juniper she bought when we had our 
meeting at Kifu Bonsai.  Pam Walsh had a beautiful 
Mikawa yatsubusa Japanese maple with very dark green 
leaves.  Smartly she kept it in the shade this year. 
  Aaron Green worked on a nice willow leaf Ficus.  Mark 
Huf brought a dawn redwood forest.  
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