Brandywine Bonsal Society

Promoting the art and horticulture of bonsai since 1967

Program: All Member Show and Tell
September 18, 2021 10:00
Brandywine Town Center

Pre-meeting coffee and tree counseling finally available.

The Show and Tell
We have not seen each other for a while and people have been working on trees at home with
little sharing of ideas. So what have you been doing or what do you want to do?
A. Please bring in trees that were created during a club workshop or acquired by raffle of a
visiting artist’s creation. Describe what the tree was like at the beginning, what you have done with it.

What are you hoping for in the future?

B. Alternatively, bring in trees of unusual species. Show us the tree, give us the background of
the tree, and gives us a short “education” about the species.
C. Bring in ideas of what you would like to do next year because it is time to begin discussing our

calendar and what we want to do.

Ground Rules for the Meeting

We have met several time in outdoor settings
where Covid transmission is unlikely. Now we
are going indoors. We have a number of
medically-fragile members in the club and we
have unvaccinated members, so we will need
some protocols to keep the meeting as safe as
possible.

Yes, we are serving coffee. (I don’t think we
are to the point of including cookies.) All
members should stay masked as much of the
time as possible. Before the meeting, we are
going to arrange chairs so that they are well
spaced because we have plenty of room within
the BTC. Please feel free to pull chairs together
with individuals with whom you feel comfortable.

Finally, New Castle County tends to be on
the safe side of Covid policies, so if the local
trends keep going the way they are currently
headed, there is a chance that the County might
pull the plug on this or future meetings with short
notice. Stay tuned.

Longwood Show

Details of the Longwood show are in a state
of continual flux but here is the way we
understand things at present.

1. We expect the trees to be shown in the
main conservatory in the water feature at the
end. The picture below shows the arrangement
as | currently understand it. Notice that the black
boxes are standing in water — a rather effective

deterrent to people trying to touch them.

. The above pictures shows three boxes on
one side of the water. We expect there to be five
boxes on each side for a total of ten trees.

3. There are no usual white backdrops so
there will be no scrolls. Space is limited so there
will probably be no companion plants though |
would expect that stands will still work well.

4. The boxes are different heights and
widths so we will need to give some
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consideration as to where different trees will go
to give the most pleasing overall composition.
There might be some choice in which shapes of
black boxes are available, but | wouldn’t count
on it. | doubt that there will be any boxes large
enough to handle forest slab plantings because
they will be in use elsewhere for mums.

5. Set-up and tear-down will involve waders
to work in the water. | will have my waders there
(they have been in that water many times), but
we will probably need to have all the trees
available before we start the placement process.
Carts will be available so they might come out as
a parade. There is a slight chance that the water
will be drained during the set-up process.

6. Please have your trees well-watered. The
conservatory is humid, so drying is generally
slow. | will check the trees for dryness at the
end of the first day, but would prefer to not have
to water trees on stands.

Overwintering Tropicals by Rob King

Now that September is here, it is time to start
devising your overwintering plans for your
tropical trees. Here is my procedure.
1. Inspect the wire on the branches and
remove any that is cutting in.
2. Remove any leaves that are dead or
diseased.
3. Eliminate any dead or dying branches.
4. Remove any moss that is on the surface of
the soil or on the trunk.
5. Look for evidence of insects and remove
any that you find.
6. Using a chopstick, loosen the top layer of
soil and discard it. This layer contains a good
guantity of insect shells and droppings; seed
casings and seeds; dirt and dust; residue from
fertilizer balls; and broken-down roots from
weeds that were present. To remove the soil, |
just tip the pot sideways. (I actually do this with
all my trees).
7. Replenish the soil with fresh soil of the
proper size. You should see a noticeable
improvement in drainage.
8. Just before moving your trees into winter
storage, spray the trees with a
fungicide/insecticide solution.

When the night-time temperatures are
consistently below 45°, | move my trees into my

basement that is kept at 62°. The trees are
exposed to sunlight through a window for 12
hours, and 6 total hours of artificial light (metal
halide bulbs) — 3 before and 3 after the 12-hour
natural light period.

Longwood Tropicals.

On the subject of tropicals, the Longwood
Gardens collection is expanding. A truck-load of
tropicals just came up from Florida. They were
unloaded with a forklift and are thought to weigh
in the 3-400 pound range. These are monsters.
| don’t think we are going to be tilting these on
their side to take off soil. (I'm certainly NOT!)
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