Brandywine Bonsal Society

Promoting the art and horticulture of bonsai since 1967

Rob King on Literati/Bunjin
June 19, 2021, 10:00
Mark Huf’s Nursery, 257 Bethel Road, Oxford, PA 19363

Pre-meeting tree counseling should be available. No refreshments served.
Bring your own coffee. The club pot will not make it to the meeting

Rob King will present a program in which he will discuss the very similar styles of literati (Chinese)
and bunjin (Japanese). During the program Rob will be creating either a bunjin or literati tree using
either a juniper or an Arizona cypress. Instead of Rob doing all the decision making, we will work as

a club to style the tree.

Bunjin or literati is one of the “easiest” styles to do, yet one of the hardest to pull off well. Is it just
a little bit of growth at the end of a long trunk? Or is it one of the most artistically demanding styles to

do? Be therel!

June Meeting - Rob:

Finally we are finally going to see each other
face-to-face instead of over the computer (although |
really enjoyed the programs we had on the computer
these last 5 months ). We will be following the
recommendations of the CDC during the meeting
(personally | am vaccinated but still will be masked).
We will be meeting at Mark Huf’'s nursery (257 Bethel
Road, Oxford, PA 19363), where

We will be at the location where Mark grows trees
for his landscape business. He has a large number of
different types of deciduous and evergreen plants
including pines, junipers, azaleas, just to name a few.
He is making his inventory available to the club at
very reasonable prices so bring cash.

Rob/Crown Custom Bonsai will be bringing a
selection of aluminum wire and a limited supply of
tools. If there is something you need and want
brought to the meeting, email Rob at
shenking@msn.com.

Things to be Doing this Month

Your trees are probably demanding as lot of
attention right now. There are plenty of thigs to be
working on.

1. Trimming back maples. Is it a shaggy mess?
Take every shoot back to two leaves. You will be
rewarded with much better ramification. And once
that mindless trimming procedure has been
completed, you will be able to see what the tree
really looks like. Then get in there and take off all of
the “uppers” and “downers” and then really take the

time to style your tree for the future. Is 75% of it
gone? Good!

2. Another meditative (ie: mindless) job for right
now. Everyone has been sharing pictures of their
azalea bonsai. Those sharings take place when the
trees are at their peak, so quite a few of them have
now dropped their flowers. Get in there and pinch
out every bud. If you leave the buds, then too much
energy will go into producing seeds. Then start
styling the tree. (See the instructions for the maples
but leave more vegetation on the tree.) Prune back
those long shoots from last year. If you do it now,
they will pop new branchlets very quickly.

3. Feeding! Have you been feeding enough?
Make sure the trees are well fed at this point. When
summer heat comes, you will want to cut back
somewhat.

4. Weeding. | am sure that none of you
responsible gardeners have weeds growing in your
pots. OK. Those of you who are irresponsible, like
me, need to get out there and get those weeds under
control.

5. Pines. Those of you who have black pines
need to start thinking about when you will de-candle
to get finer, shorter needles next year. If you have
been feeding enough, you might be able to get some
back-budding closer in on the tree.

6. Junipers. There are two approaches and |
use both, depending upon circumstances. Pinching
is supposedly out, but | still pinch pinch pinch certain
trees to maintain foliage the way | want it. That is
something you will need to do almost continuously. If
you are using the approach where you let branches
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run and then cut them back, some of the branches
are probably long enough right now. Cut them back
hard leaving a green branch point for new growth to
take off in the future.

7. Did you dig anything this year? If you did,
has it started to push new growth? If so, you can
think about beginning to feed. | have one bigger
juniper which demonstrated the importance of
root/branch connectivity in junipers. There was some
brown-off on many tips, but things have started to
push new growth. | had other entire branches that
folded up within weeks of the tree being dug.
Obviously, | did not get the roots that were feeding
those particular branches. Now | know which parts of
the tree are going to be jin.

Classified Advertisement

Rob/Crown Custom Bonsai Yard Sale

With the present conditions of the pandemic,
Rob's orders for new inventory that were placed for
his company are finally starting to leave China and
Japan (he had inventory sitting in Japan for over a
year).

Rob is looking to create some room in his
personal collection and to sell down some of the
inventory of CCB to make room for the incoming. He
IS going to hold a “yard sale” that will include pots
(about 30 used mica pots, used bonsai pots and new
hand-made Japanese, British and Italian pots),
stands of different sizes and styles, bonsai books and
magazines, Meco Bonsai wire caddies, various
bonsai odds-and-ends, and the whole inventory of
Crown Custom Bonsai. Unfortunately no plant
material will be available. Date: July 10th; Address:
1432 Cider Knoll Way, West Chester, PA 19382;
Time: 9:30 - 4:00 (these times are firm), Rain date:
TBD. For any information on the day of the sale, call
484-354-2473.
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