
Brandywine Bonsai Society founded in 1967.  BrandywineBonsai@Gmail.com 
President, Robert King; Treasurer, Greg Kanaskie; Newsletter Editor, Karin Simmat (610-325-0677) 

 
 

Saturday, May 21, 2022, 10:00 am at BTC 
 

IMPORTANT:  Mask are now optional 
 

                                                                                     
 

May Meeting -- Azaleas: This month, we will be focusing 
on shohin azaleas. This will be a tag-team event. Rob King 
will start the meeting with a short demonstration and some 
information about azaleas and how to care for them. After 
this we will transition to the workshop area where Steve 
Ittel will lead a workshop for 8 lucky members who were 
chosen at the March meeting (azaleas will be provided to 
participants at $15.00 apiece - pay Rob). Bring your tools; 
wire may? be provided. During this time, Rob will continue 
to work on the demo tree, which will then be raffled off 
between the demo and workshop (change from last 
month's newsletter). All of this will start and conclude at 
our normal 10:00 - 12:00 meeting time. Here are the 
participants for the workshop. If you know that you cannot 
make it, contact Rob at shenking@msn.com so that he 
can find a substitute: Gabe F., Shawn S., Pam W., Ken 
W., Ed S., Jerry E., Dan W., Joe G. 
 
June Meeting - Marco Invernizzi at Mark Huff’s: Mark 
Huff will be hosting our June meeting at his house/nursery. 
He has arranged to have Marco Invernizzi do a 
demonstration for us. We will hold our meeting at Mark’s at 
our normal time during which Marco will work on a tree of 
his choosing. At the conclusion of this, the tree will be 
raffled off to club members - you must be a BBS member 
to enter the raffle. Mark is inviting us to wander through his 
nursery and stock up on wonderful pre-bonsai treasures. 
Also, in the afternoon Marco will work on trees owned by 
Mark, George, and Tony. We are invited to stay during the 
afternoon to watch. There will not be a fee associated with 
this, but Mark will welcome any donations to help defray 
the costs of expenses accrued during the day. 
 
Free Classified Ads:  We are still carrying your classified 
ads in the newsletter for free. Are you planning on selling 
things that will not be included in the silent auction and that 
you want the club to be aware so they can bring some 
extra money, are offering some sort of bonsai-related 
services, or maybe you are heading to Superfly or Nature’s 
Way and are offering to pick things up for our members.  
You can send this info to Karin Simmat 
(ksimmat@verizon.net) for inclusion in the next newsletter. 
 

 
 
Ittel Bonsai Pottery 

The website for Ittel Bonsai Pottery, https://ittel.org/, has 
been updated with lots of new pots and artists.  Steve has 
included both some large new pots and smaller kusamono 
pots from this year’s firings.   

2022 Brandywine Bonsai Schedule 
The tentative schedule below is subject to changes 
beyond our control 
January 15, 2022 --   Jim Doyle on Literati (ZOOM) 
February 19, 2022 --    Winter Silhouette (BTC) 
March 19, 2022  --    Marty Schmalenberg (BTC) 
April 30, 2022  --    Bob Mahler (Kifu Bonsai) 
May 21, 2022  --    Azalea workshop (BTC) 
June 18, 2022  --    Marco Invernizzi (Mark Huf’s) 
July 16, 2022  --    Auction/Picnic (ABNP) 
August 20, 2022 --    Open workshop (ABNP) 
September 17, 2022 --    Brooklyn Botanical Garden 
October 15, 2022 --    Longwood pre-display (BTC) 
November 19, 2022 --    Garage sale (BTC)  
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Directions to the Brandywine Town Center (BTC) 
The meeting hall is a stand-alone building, removed from 
the commercial area, with a large glass dome on top. 
 
 From Route 202 Southbound: Shortly after crossing 
into Delaware on Route 202 southbound, turn left onto 
Naamans Road at the intersection bounded by an Exxon 
station and the Days Inn. At the second light, turn left into 
the Brandywine Town Center (You will see a large Target 
store), turn right, and follow the outer parking lot ring road 
to the meeting hall. 
 From I-95 Northbound and 202 Northbound: Take Exit 
8 Concord Pike North.  Just beyond Concord Mall at the 
Days Inn, turn right onto Naamans Road and follow the 
directions above. 
 From I-95 Southbound: Take the I-495 and Naamans 
Road exit just after passing into Delaware.  Take Naamans 
Road westbound. After passing Grubb Road, you will take 
the next right into Brandywine Town Center.  Look for the 
meeting center described above.  These directions and a 
detailed map are available all the time on the directions 
page of the BBS Website.   
 
Future Events of Interest 
May 14, 2022, 9 am to 5 pm : Nature’s Way 49th Open 
House, Nature’s Way Nursery, Harrisburg, PA 
May 14, 2022, 10 am to 4 pm, WORLD BONSAI DAY, 
Rosade Bonsai Studio, 6912 Ely Road-Solebury, New 
Hope, PA 18938 
May 26 to 28, 2022 :  ABS Symposium, Olive Branch, MS, 
absbonsai.org or call Pauline Muth 518-882-1039 
June 23 -26. 2022 : MABA/Milwaukee 2022 Milwaukee 
Bonsai Society show 
 
Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Societies Festival (Karin) 
 
The crowd seemed to have a good time.  There were 3 
bonsai experts  --  Suthin Sukosolvisit, Bjorn Bjorholm, and 
Kathy Shaner who demonstrated their skills styling 
junipers and Norway spruce.  Of course, not only did they 
work on styling their demo trees, but they gave out many 
bonsai care tips.  I was most interested in Bjorn’s advice 
on pesticides.  He sprays his bonsai once a month in the 
growing season, either early in the morning or at the end 
of the day and uses average concentrations.  He uses 
Daconil for fungus.  He believes Daconil is less likely to 
burn the leaves.  He said Immuninox was good against 
rust in crab apples but doesn’t use it on a regular basis.  
He also uses Infuse and Imideclapriid in granular form.  He 
mentioned the websites www.pestcontrol.com and 
www.gsplantfoods.com. 
 
Photos of all the MABS exhibit trees can be seen at the 
following website:  
http://midatlanticbonsai.org/exhibition%202022.htm 
 
 
 
 

 
 
BBS was represented by 4 trees in the display room.  

 
Owner: Rob King 
Burning Bush (Euonymus alatus), 5 yrs. In training 
Japanese stand, Sarah Rayner pot 
Japanese quince (Chaenomeles japonica), 6 yrs. In 
training, Sean Smith stand, Japanese Tokoname pot 
 

 
Owner:  Mark Huf 
Loowit Japanese hemlock (Tsuga diversifolia “loowit’) 
10 yrs. In training, Ron Lang pot. 
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Owner:  Anthony Bullock 
Morris Midget Boxwood (Buxus microphylla var japonica) 
5 yrs. In training, Chinese pot, antique Chinese stand 
 

 
Owner: Tona Huiner 
American Larch (Tamarick) (Larix laricina) 
17 yrs. In training, approximately 35 yrs. old 
David Knittle stand, Steve Ittel pot 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Report on Kifu Bonsai Meeting (Karin) 
The number of BBS members who came was beyond my 
expectations.  The crowd began arriving before the initial 
start time of 10 am and wandered around the property for 
about a hour looking at the bonsai and the koi.  At 11 am 
Bob Mahler, owner of Kifu Bonsai, led the group around 
and pointed out a few special bonsai.  He discussed his 
soil mix of Akadama or Kanuma, pumice and lava in a 
1:1:1 proportion.  He said the Akadama carries nutrients to 
the bonsai and drains well.  Organic fertilizers don’t have 
micronutrients.  He uses Micromax in granular form for 
micronutrients.   He also likes Nutricote where the 
nutrients are moisture released rather than time released.  
There now is a form of Akadama from South Africa which 
fired and harder.  You should only fertilize single flush 
conifer in the fall to keep the needles shorter.  Moss 
forming naturally in the soil is a good indicator that the 
bonsai is healthy.  He also showed us a very large 
Japanese black pine belonging to a client where the client 
that removed all the needles!  Magically Bob brought it 
back to life with many green needles but sadly having 
scale for which Bob will spray with Malathion.  We took a 
30-minute break for lunch followed by the workshop. 
 

 
Bob Mahler examining a bonsai 
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OK, what to do with this Japanese hornbeam? 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


