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Bob Mahler at Kifu Bonsai 

Saturday, April 30, 2022, 10 am to 4 pm  
 

IMPORTANT:  Mask are optional 
 

    Will the bonsai shuffle end soon?  said April 3rd …  I sure hope so!!                                                                                 
 
April Meeting at Kifu Bonsai (Karin Simmat) 
Bob Mahler is the owner of Kifu Bonsai nursery.  He fell in 
love with bonsai at an early age (15) and studied with 
Chase Rosade of Rosade Bonsai Studio in New Hope for 
many years. At the age of 18 he travelled to Tochigi-Ken, 
Japan and studied under Susumo Sudo for four years.  
When he returned to the states, he served as curator of 
bonsai at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden for eleven years.  
In 2017 he opened Kifu Bonsai in East Greenville, PA.  He 
has been the president of Pennsylvania Bonsai Society for 
a number of years and oversees their bonsai exhibit at the 
PHS Flower Show.  I have been Bob’s student for a few 
years now and think I have learned more from Bob than 
any of my other teachers. 
 
The meeting will start at 10 am.  At eleven Bob plans to do 
a short demo and lecture.  If you are unable to come this 
early, come anyway for the workshop. 
 
Bring your bonsai for the workshop in the afternoon or, if 
you want, buy a bonsai or pre-bonsai from Bob.  Bob is 
offering a discount of 15% to everyone. There is no charge 
for the whole day including the workshop. 
 
Directions to Kifu Bonsai. 
Address:  9140 Janes Lane, East Greenville, PA 18041 
215-432-4982 
 
Drive north on route 476, go through the tolls at Plymouth 
Meeting (mid-county) baring left to continue north on route 
476 for 30.85 miles to exit 44 (Quakertown/ PA 663).  
Right onto John Fries Highway (PA-663).  Drive 3.33 miles 
to Geryville Pike where there is a traffic light.  Make a right 
on Geryville Pike which becomes Kings Highway/SR2027.  
Drive a couple miles to Janes Lane on the right.  There are 
2 entrances to Janes Lane so if you miss the first one, you 
have another chance.  Depending on which entrance you 
take Kifu Bonsai will be on the right or the left but there is a 
big sign at the entrance. 
. 
May Meeting - Shohin Azaleas: 
For the May meeting, we will be focusing on shohin 
azaleas. This will be a tag-team event. Rob King will start  
 

 
the meeting with a short demonstration and some  
information about azaleas and how to care for them. After 
about 20 minutes, we will transition to the workshop area 
where Steve Ittel will lead a workshop for 8 lucky members 
who were chosen at the March meeting (azaleas will be 
provided to participants at $15.00 apiece). During this 
time, Rob will continue to work on the demo tree, which 
will then be raffled off at the conclusion of the meeting. All 
of this will start and conclude at our normal 10:00 - 12:00 
meeting time. 
 
Here are the participants for the workshop. If you know 
that you cannot make it, contact Rob at 484-354-2473 so 
that he can give your spot to somebody else: Gabe F., 
Shawn S., Pam W., Ken W., Ed S., Jerry E., Dan W., Joe 
G. 
 
June Meeting - Marco Invernizzi at Mark Huff’s: 
Mark Huff will be hosting our June meeting at his 
house/nursery.  He has arranged to have Marco 
Invernizzi do a demonstration for us. We will hold our 
normal meeting at Mark’s at our normal time during which 
Marco will work on a tree of his choosing. At the 
conclusion of this, the tree will be raffled off to the club 
members. While at Mark’s, we will have access to two 
things that are not club related. The first is that Mark is 
inviting us to wander through his nursery and stock up on 
wonderful pre-bonsai treasures. The second is that after 
lunch Marco will work on trees owned by Mark and a few 
others. We are invited to stay during the afternoon to  
watch Marco. There will not be a fee associated with this 
but Mark will welcome any donations to help defray the 
costs of expenses accrued during the day. 
 
Simple Technique For Making Mame Bonsai From 
Root Material (Rob): 
I have been quite successful creating mame bonsai 
(usually considered under 4 inches) from material that 
used to end up in the compost pile. When I am pruning the 
roots from a large tree, I sometimes cut off large roots that 
originate from the trunk.  I cut these very carefully so that I 
do not damage any of the root hairs. I simply trim them 
down to about 2 - 3 inches and cover the cut end with cut 
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paste and plant them in a small pot in my mame mix and 
commercial potting mix (50:50).  After some time, buds will 
start to appear on the woody part of the stem. I find this 
technique works well with deciduous plants but almost 
never with pine, yew, or junipers. I get almost 100% with 
Chinese elms, zelkova, Japanese quince and euonymus. I 
have just set up several eastern white cedar. I’ll have to 
see if they work. 
 
2022 Brandywine Bonsai Schedule 
The tentative schedule below is subject to changes 
beyond our control 
January 15, 2022 --   Jim Doyle on Literati (ZOOM) 
February 19, 2022 --    Winter Silhouette (BTC) 
March 19, 2022  --    Marty Schmalenberg (BTC) 
April 30, 2022  --    Bob Mahler (Kifu Bonsai) 
May 21, 2022  --    Azalea workshop (BTC) 
June 18, 2022  --    Marco Invernizzi (Mark Huf’s) 
July 16, 2022  --    Auction/Picnic (ABNP) 
August 20, 2022 --    Open workshop (ABNP) 
September 17, 2022 --    Brooklyn Botanical Garden 
October 15, 2022 --    Longwood pre-display (BTC) 
November 19, 2022 --    Garage sale (BTC)  
 
Free Classified Ads:  We are still carrying your classified 
ads in the newsletter for free. Are you planning on selling 
things that will not be included in the silent auction and that 
you want the club to be aware so they can bring some 
extra money, are offering some sort of bonsai-related 
services, or maybe you are heading to Superfly or Nature’s 
Way and are offering to pick things up for our members.  
You can send this info to Karin Simmat 
(ksimmat@verizon.net) for inclusion in the next newsletter. 
 
Future Events of Interest 
April 22, 2022 10 am to 4 pm :  Jim Doyle’s Earth Day 
Celebration, Natures’ Way Nursery, Harrisburg, PA 
May 6 – 8, 2022 9 am to 4 pm:  PBA (Potomac Bonsai 
Association) Spring Bonsai Festival, National Arboretum, 
Washington, DC 
May 5 – 7, 2022 Sean Smith Open House. Marysville, PA 
May 14, 2022 9 am to 5 pm : Nature’s Way 49th Open 
House, Nature’s Way Nursery, Harrisburg, PA 
May 26 to 28, 2022 :  ABS Symposium, Olive Branch, MS, 
absbonsai.org or call Pauline Muth 518-882-1039 
June 23 -26. 2022 : MABA/Milwaukee 2022 Milwaukee 
Bonsai Society show 
 
Notes From Marty Schmalenberg’s Demo (Rob): 
1.  Copper wire- Marty only uses only copper wire, never 
aluminum.  He says that he likes the way copper wire holds the 
movement of the tree branches as opposed to aluminum 
because of the hardening characteristic of copper. He also 
likes that you can use much smaller gauge copper wire on 
the branches. This and the fact that copper wire forms a 
patina that blends in better with the bark allows the wired 
tree to have a much more natural look. 
 
2. Fertilizer usage- Marty only uses a single type of  
 

fertilizer:  Miracle Grow (Mir-Acid).  He uses this from early 
spring until late fall. He uses it at 1/3 strength and 
supplements it with HB101. HB101 Is a product that 
comes from Japan. Like SuperThrive, everybody claims to 
know what is in it; however, that is impossible because it is 
created from steeped extracts of long-lived cedar, cypress, 
pine trees and plantain grass.  Scientific studies have 
shown that it contains a mixture of different proteins, 
carbohydrates, sugars, hormones, vitamins, salts and 
enzymes.  It has been used in Japan for over 400 years. 
The problem is that it is extremely expensive; a very small 
bottle costs over $30.00. 
 
3. Bonsai Mix- Marty creates his own mix and uses it for all 
his trees. It is a mix of 1/3 fresh akadama: 1/3 prepared 
mix from Pauline Muth: 1/3 recycled, screened mix from 
previously repotted trees. He adds mycorrhiza three times 
a year to all his trees; in the spring, summer and fall.  He 
buys his mycorrhiza from BioOrganics in New Hope, PA. 
The mycorrhiza that I sell is 33% this mycorrhiza and a 
67% mix of several other sources of mycorrhiza. 
 
The following photos of Marty’s demo and workshop were 
taken by Roberta Carlson and Steve Ittel.  Thank you so 
much to them. Due to limited space, I have been selective. 
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