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Business Meeting/Garage Sale 
Saturday, November 19, 2022 

10:00 am meeting at Brandywine Town Center 
 

 This month’s cookie person:  Rob King                                                                            
 
November Meeting: 
We are going to focus on two things at the November 
meeting. First, we will hold our annual business meeting. 
During this time, we will elect next year’s officers and 
announce those that hold volunteer positions. We will elect 
President, Treasurer, and Secretary. Our volunteer 
positions are Web Master and Exhibit Chair. All current 
office holders are willing to retain their positions. 
President: Rob; Treasurer: Greg; Secretary: Karin; Web 
master: Steve; Exhibit Chair: Roberta. This does not mean 
that somebody else cannot run for the first three positions. 
If you would like to be considered or nominate somebody, 
please let Rob know. In addition, most of the above 
officers are willing to receive help from other members. We 
will also talk a little about next year’s schedule and hold 
our meeting give-away (see below). 
     The other activity is our annual garage sale. This is a 
mega silent auction. We encourage members to go 
through their bonsai-related items and thin out those things 
that you are not using or do not need. Bring them to the 
meeting and set them up for auction. You can use the 
money you make on those items to buy something from 
somebody else.  Steve Ittel will be bringing several very 
large and smaller size trees and many pots for sale.  
These need to be sold and will not be taken back home. 
 
     How the meeting will work is as follows. We will go from 
10:00 – 10:15 to preview the items and to pre-bid. The 
business meeting will start promptly at 10:15. After the 
business meeting, the silent auction will continue for 
another 30 minutes. 
 
Club Give-ways: 
Several years ago, the officers decided to start a program 
of giving something bonsai-related to a lucky member by 
the drawing of a free raffle ticket. We have given stands, 
pots, and bonsai pictures. We do this at most meetings. At 
the November meeting, we will give away a 
registration to the MABS convention. Here are some 
rules to the give-away. 

1. Each member gets a single ticket. Additional 
tickets are not available. 

2. Family memberships get two tickets but only if 
both members are present. 

3. The winner will first pay for all the activities in 
which they are participating. The BBS will then  

 
reimburse the registration fee. This can be any of 
the registrations available. 

4. The MABS registration given does not cover 
workshops, workshop observer, critique, or 
banquet fees. These are the responsibility of the 
winner. 

5. If you know that you will not be attending MABS, 
we would appreciate that you do not take a ticket. 

 
Longwood Exhibition: 
We had an amazing week at Longwood this year. So many 
visitors enjoyed viewing trees from the Kennett Collection 
donation, Longwood’s outdoor display, and our club. 
Everyone’s hard work made for a truly beautiful show. 
Special thanks go to our artists: Tony Bullock, Jesse Cook, 
Joe Germano, Mark Huf, Steve Ittel, Greg Kanaskie, Rob 
King, Bob MacDonnell, Mike Taylor, and George Wrede. 
Very generous thanks go to our tree sitters who helped 
keep the trees happy and safe while sharing their 
knowledge with the guests: Tony Bullock, Paul Carlson, 
Jesse Cook, Jim Debastiani, Mike and Jerry Estep, Joe 
Germano, Mark Huf, Steve Ittel, Greg Kanaskie, Rob King, 
Phyllis Kinser, Bob MacDonnell, Liz Pavlick, Shawn Soviak 
and Ed Sobel. Great show everyone! 
 
Thanks to Roberta (Rob for all of us): 
I would personally like to thank Roberta for her work on 
planning and running an excellent show at Longwood 
Gardens. This is not an easy task. She works well in 
advance with Longwood to find out the location of the 
venue and what Longwood is going to provide to us. In 
addition, she schedules tree drop-off and pick-up, parking 
for tree-sitters, recruiting trees, scheduling tree-sitters, and 
creating signs for each tree. After the drop-off, she spends 
time positioning the trees to create an aesthetically 
pleasing display. As always, the show was outstanding. 
Thanks Roberta!!! 
 
Pictures of BBS Bonsai at the Longwood Exhibit 
Thanks, Roberta, for taking these lovely pictures at the 
show.   See below.   
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Our new QR code? 
 

  
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Silent Auctions and Crown Custom Bonsai: 
Every month, members of the club have two ways of 
adding bonsai-related items to their bonsai collection. One  
is by silent auction and the other is through Crown Custom 
Bonsai. The silent auctions are when members bring in 
items from their own collection and using bid sheets set a 
minimum price and members bid sequentially on the bid 
sheet until the silent auctions are closed. The highest 
bidder wins the item. For items from Crown Custom 
Bonsai (bonsai wire, cut paste, tools, etc.), there is a price 
tag with a set price on each item. These items can be 
purchased at any time during the meeting by paying Rob 
the set price. 
 
Please make sure you pay the owners of the silent auction 
items and Rob for the CCB items. We have had members 
that have generously placed items out for silent auction 
and when the silent auction was closed, the items and 
associated bid sheets were no longer there. Likewise, for 
several months when Rob has inventoried his sales at the 
end of the meeting, he has found that items were missing  
but not paid for. Last meeting, a member was seen leaving 
the meeting with CCB items that were not paid for. When 
asked about it, the member said that since there were no 
bid sheets, they thought those items were free. Please 
make sure you pay for all items. 
 
2023 Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Societies Convention  
Because of the dates for Passover, the planned date for 
the MABS convention has been changed to March 31 -
April 2, 2023. It again will be held at the Hampton 
Inn/Hilton in Parsippany, NJ. This year MABS will feature  
Will Baddeley (U.S.), Todd Schlaefer (U.S.) and Hugo 
Zamora (Mexico). I know this is far in the future but mark 
your calendar now for this fantastic event. There will be 
demos, exhibit critiques, and workshops by the artists 
above, as well as continuous auctions and a large vendor 
area. 
 
Free Classified Ads:  We are still carrying your classified 
ads in the newsletter for free. Are you planning on selling 
things that will not be included in the silent auction and that 
you want the club to be aware so they can bring some 
extra money, are offering some sort of bonsai-related 
services, or maybe you are heading to Superfly or Nature’s 
Way and are offering to pick things up for our members.  
You can send this info to Karin Simmat 
(ksimmat@verizon.net) for inclusion in the next newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 


