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Annual Fall “Garage Sale” Meeting 

November 20, 2021, 10:00  
Brandywine Town Center 

Pre-meeting coffee and tree counseling available.   
 
  

 
Member Garage Sale Meeting 

This is one of our favorite meetings. A chance to 
find good homes to some of the stuff that need to go 
and a chance to pick up a few unexpected treasures. 
The procedure is easy. Bring in stuff that you want to 
send to a new home, find an available space on a 
table, put a Silent Auction form next to it (we will have 
these available), and let the bidding commence. At the 
end of the meeting, the highest bidders pay the owners 
of these items and take them away. 

We will set up the auction and then commence 
with about 30 minutes of bidding. We will take a break 
from the bidding to have the business portion of our 
meeting, in which we will elect next year’s officers, 
discuss ideas for next year’s programs, and conduct 
any other “official” business. We will then return to the 
bidding floor to continue our bidding. 
 
Election of Officers 

It is this month that we elect our officers for the 
following year. Annual offices up for election are 
President, Treasurer, and Secretary/Newsletter Editor.  
Exhibition Chair and Web Master are filled by 
volunteers. If you would like to nominate yourself or 
another member for an office, you can do this 
electronically by SurveyMonkey, 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L7KHXQ8 or at the 
meeting. 

We particularly need one or two candidates for the 
position of Secretary/Newsletter Editor.  As you will 
read below, Steve Ittel has been in this position for 
over 20 years and he feels that it is time to take a 
break and let someone new experience the position.  
He will help with the transition and will continue to be 
webmaster because he has the specialized experience 
for that position.   
 
2022 Calendar 

For the last couple of months, we have been 
collecting ideas for next year’s programs. We have 
already started a list of ideas, but we never stop 
looking for more to add. If you have any ideas, you can 
share it with us by SurveyMonkey, 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L7R69SX 
or suggest it at the meeting. The advantage of having 
ideas before the meeting is that I can already start 

vetting them and can report on any progress yet this 
month. 
 
November Member Free Give-away 

This month our free give-away will be a registration 
to the 2022 Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Society Spring Festival 
on April 8 – 10 in Parsippany-Troy Hills, NJ.  
Everybody will receive one free ticket to enter the 
raffle. The winning ticket will include registration to the 
festival and the Saturday evening banquet. It does not 
include registration to workshops (participant or 
observer) or critiques. 

 
Tool Sharpening 

Now is a good time to take care of your tools 
before you put them away for the winter. Crown 
Custom Bonsai/Rob will be offering a tool cleaning and 
sharpening service to all club members. Services cost 
between $1.00 to $5.00 per tool and include the 
following. 
1. Cleaning plant residue off the cutting surfaces. 
2. Sharpening of all cutting surfaces. 
3. Adjusting the pivots of scissors and cutters. 

Bring your tools to the November meeting and Rob 
will return them to you at the January meeting. 
 
Mycorrhiza Availability 

Crown Custom Bonsai now has available its 
homemade mixture of mycorrhiza spores. It is a mix of 
four commercial mixes along with spores from large 
number of mycorrhiza species from the local area. The 
locally collected mycorrhiza spores are made 
pathogen-free by UV-irradiation. Also, no local 
mycorrhiza was collected from any from areas that 
contain crab apples, roses, or quinces to prevent 
contamination with root knot nematodes. I estimate 
that there are approximately 50 different species of 
mycorrhiza in the mix.  Bags of mycorrhiza spores will 
be available for purchase at the November meeting at 
$7.00 for a Ziploc Snack Size bag. I can inoculate over 
100 trees with a bag this size. 
 
Winter Preparation – Rob King 

What to do now that winter is here (almost): 
1. If you have tropicals, you should be doing the 
following. 
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A. Keeping their soil moist. 
B. Mist them with regularity to keep the humidity 

up. Inside your house during the winter is much 
more dry than it was outside. 

C. Keep a close eye out for insects, especially 
scale. 

2. Clean and sharpen your tools. 
3. Oil/wax/protect your stands so the wood doesn't dry 
out during the dry winter. 
4. Inventory your pots, stands, figurines, etc. and cull 
out those things that you never use or are never going 
to use. Set them aside to sell at club meetings or to 
contribute to an auction. Make a list of those things that 
you need to acquire once the pandemic is such that it 
allows us to meet again. 
5. Repair and replace any benches that are past their 
prime. 
6. Study excellent examples of bonsai to help fine tune 
your eye. It. Is time to break out those Japanese and 
European show books and that pile of bonsai 
magazines and give them a good going-over. When I 
was studying with my teacher, we actually looked at 
those trees, the best in the world, and had the audacity 
to discuss how we would redesign them if they were 
ours. 
 
Attached 1999 BBS Newsletter 

I have attached the newsletter that I put out in 
January 1999.  This was the first one that I did.  There 
are several interesting features.   

For a time, we met at Longwood Gardens. 
Mycorrhiza was a hot subject back then with an 

entire meeting devoted to it.  In a “then and now” 
juxtaposition, Rob is offering mycorrhiza in this 
newsletter.   

Jim Barrett used to be 
a regular visitor to our 
club because he came to 
visit Dorie Froning every 
year.  As a result, many 
of us have Barrett pots in 
our collections.  Steve 
Ittel has a selection of 
Barrett pots available at 
https://ittel.org/  

Note the rules for the 
silent auctions.  The club 
used to take a 10% cut 
but now takes nothing   

Unfortunately, the 
bald cypress workshop 
didn’t happen.  I would 
love to have seen what 

the club would have now, 20 years later if the meeting 
had taken place.   

A closing haiku.  Exactly a year ago, Greg 
suggested that we try to have more home-hgrown 
haikus in our Newsletter.   

The most relevant portion of the newsletter is the 
listing of officers:  Rob King, President; Steve Ittel and 
Tona Huiner, Secretaries; Nancy Klabinde, Treasurer.  
Rob is still President more than 20 years later, but he 
had a break when Nancy moved to President for a 
period of time.  I have been in the same Newsletter 
position for over 20 years.  Enough is enough and it is 
time for me to take a break.  As a result, this will be my 
last Newsletter.  I hope that you have enjoyed or at 
least put up with my – at times - interesting sense of 
humor 
 
Longwood Show 

Our Longwood show was small but stunning! I 
heard many times that the trees looked like they 
belonged in Longwood’s collection. Thank you to the 
following people for making the show a success: 

For displaying trees: Tony Bullock, Jesse Cook, 
Mark Huf, Steve Ittel, Rob King, Karin Simmat, 
Charlotte Smith, and George Wrede.  

For helping at the information table: Tony Bullock, 
Paul Carlson, Jesse Cook, Joe Germano, Steve Ittel, 
Greg and Elisa Kanaskie, Marj Rosenblum, and Karin 
Simmat. 

For supplying our sign and name tags: Greg and 
Elisa Kanaskie. 

And a very special thank you to Bill Cushing and 
Steve Ittel for donning their waders during set up and 
take down. 
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Brandywine Bonsai 
Society 

 

January, 1999 Meeting 
 

Where:  Longwood Gardens Auditorium 
When:  1/16/99, 10:00 am 

Subject:  Jerry Stowell on mycorrhiza 

 
JANUARY MEETING.  This month's meeting at the 
Longwood Gardens Auditorium features Jerry 
Stowell.  He will be talking about an unseen but very 
important aspect of good bonsai horticulture – 
mycorrhiza.  We have had several requests for this 
subject and now it will be covered by an expert.  Jerry 
studied under Yuji Yoshimura, founder and first 
president of ABS.  He is a well known bonsai artist, 
teacher and author, so this is a great opportunity for 
both the experienced and the novice enthusiast.   

In case of inclement weather on any one of the 
days of our meeting, please call one of the following 
people to check for meeting cancellation:  Rob King  
(610) 344-7671; Andy Lupfer (302) 239-1370; 
Charlotte Smith (302) 733-7601; Nancy Klabunde 
(610) 692-7599. 

February preview: Longwood Gardens 
Auditorium, 2/20, Speakers: Jack Billet and 
Dorie Froning, Topic: Displaying your trees at a show. 
 
BBS CALENDAR.  We have enclosed a copy of this 
year's calendar.  For your convenience, we have 
included not only BBS meetings, but also other 
meetings of interest.  Please mark these dates down in 
your personal calendar so you can make sure you 
attend.  Of course, you will get your monthly 
reminders, but in case there is a mailing problem, it is 
good to be looking ahead to this year's activities.   
DUES.  Membership dues are now due.  Please fill out 
the enclosed form and give/send it to Nancy Klabunde.  
Dues are still only $15.00; you can't find a better deal. 
 
SILENT AUCTION POLICY REMINDER.     At 
the club meetings we will continue to have a silent 
auction table available for anybody who wants to sell 

any bonsai related item.  These sales serve as 
fundraisers for the club.  The owner of the item sets the 
minimum bid before the meeting starts. Bidding takes 
place during the meeting, and the bidding will close at 
the end of the meeting.  The buyer pays the original 
owner who is responsible for giving the Club 
Treasurer, Nancy Klabunde, the club's cut which is 
10% of the winning bid. 
 
1999  OFFICERS: 
President -Rob King 
Treasurer - Nancy Klabunde 
Co-Secretary/Newsletter Editor:   
Steve Ittel and Tona Huiner 
Events Committee: 
Pat Morris, Joe Jacobs and Alvin French 
Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Societies Directors: 
Rob King and Andy Lupfer 
BBS Show Volunteers: 
Charlotte Smith, Charlie Mitchell, Nancy Klabunde, 
and Jack Billet 
Picnic Volunteers: 
Alvin French and Andy Lupfer  
 
 
A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
Well, 1999 is here and I hope you all had a happy 
holiday season.  As far as the BBS is concerned, I think 
our 1999 calendar is filled with many enjoyable and 
interesting events.  However, before getting to that I 
just want to take a minute and thank Andy Lupfer for 
serving as the president of BBS for the last two years.  
Andy did a great job of organizing interesting and 
educational events for the club which, I believe, the 
members enjoyed.  To my great relief, Andy has 
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assured me that he will stay active in the club and give 
us a helping hand when needed. 
 

I hope I can follow in his footsteps and bring to 
the club the kind of programs that the membership 
wants.  It is hard for the president of BBS to have a 
"platform" per se since the members of BBS decide 
what the programs are going to be.  The most that the 
president can do is to try to deliver these programs to 
the members in a well-organized manner so everybody 
can enjoy and benefit from them.  However, if I had a 
wish on how I want my presidency to go, I would like 
members to say that during my time as president we 
had the type of programs that allowed them to improve 
the quality of their collection.  To this end let me 
highlight some of the events we have planned for this 
year. 
 
 Starting with this month, bonsai artist, 
instructor and author Jerry Stowell will discuss 
mycorrhiza; in April, two bonsai artists from Europe 
will visit to present demonstrations (and a workshop); 
in May, bonsai artist and potter Jim Barrett (bonsai 
consultant to the Karate Kid movies, but they didn't 
destroy a real tree) will present a demonstration and 
workshop; and in October, Felton Jones will visit us to 
present a demonstration and workshop.  Intermixed 
with these events, we will have the usual programs 
from our own members, plant sales, auctions, picnic, 
field trips, etc. 
 

As you can see we have a full calendar; one that 
I hope you are excited about and will participate in.  If 
you have any questions, comments or complaints, 
please do not hesitate to contact any of the officers or 
Events Committee members. 

- Rob King 
 
START SAVING YOUR PENNIES NOW: 
At the November planning meeting, the membership 
voted to contact Louisiana bonsai artist Guy Guidry 
and ask him to present a bald cypress demo and 
workshop in the spring of 2000.  We have contacted 
him and he has agreed to do this.  The trees will be 
collected material and will be supplied by Guy.  These 
trees will range in price from $75 - $200 depending on 
size, time since collection, and development.  The trees 
in the $150 to $200 range will have trunks 6 to 8 inches 
in diameter, have been collected 2 - 3 years ago, are in 
training pots, and have taper and some branch 

development.  Guy says that these trees will be ready 
for bonsai pots in spring, 2000.  Those in the lower 
price range have been collected more recently, have 
less development and will require additional time in 
training pots.  We soon have to let him know how 
many trees we want, what style we want to work in 
(flat-top or redwood) and in what price range so he can 
either collect the trees this year or reserve some from 
his nursery. 
 
 
 

My two plum trees are so 
gracious… 
  See, they flower, one 
now, one later.   

- Buson 
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