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No October meeting.  Longwood is Off.   

Stay at home.  Work on your trees. 
Pre-meeting coffee and tree counseling will not be available.  No refreshments served.  

Fix your own coffee, or better yet, have a drink.   
Jin that tree with a gin and a grin.   

 
 

October, 2020.  COVID-19 Edition 
This headline had to get larger this month.  The numbers are headed up. 

 
Longwood Show Canceled (SDI) 

I am sad to report that, in discussions with 
Longwood Gardens, the BBS officers have 
decided that we must cancel this year’s show at 
Longwood Gardens.   

Many of you participated in an informal 
polling of members that I did earlier.  Answers 
ranged from “Yes!  Yes!  Yes!” to “No, no, no.”  
We had things like “Yes, but I don’t have a tree 
to show” to “OK, but I won’t be participating.”  
We appreciate all of the input that you gave.  It 
seemed as if we might have enough trees and 
enough tree watchers.  It was clear that the more 
positive responses were coming from younger 
members and older members were either 
negative or silent.  I personally queried few of 
those.   

My own personal position was that I thought 
we should pass this year, but if there was a 
decision to go ahead, I would manage to set up 
and remove my trees in the dark and lonely 
middle of the night.  I have always enjoyed the 
show and had a special exhibit about wiring (the 
tree that took forever to wire) that was ready to 
go.   

We are looking forward to having the show in 
2021, but the wire will be off my wiring display 
tree.   
 
Election of Officers (RWK) 

We normally elect the BBS officers at the 
November meeting; however, because of the 
pandemic we have cancelled the November 
meeting.  Below is information on how we will 
conduct the elections. We have three elected 

positions, President, Treasurer, and Newsletter 
Editor.  Exhibition Chairperson is a volunteer 
position.  

Elections will take place online. In this 
newsletter, there is information on how to access 
a survey for making nominations for the three 
positions.  You can nominate yourself or 
somebody else (if you nominate somebody else, 
confirm that they want to be nominated). 
Complete your nominations by November 1st. In 
the November newsletter, there will be the slate 
of candidates and information on how to vote for 
each position.  To nominate a member for a 
position, use this URL: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NMZ86BH . 
 
2012 BBS Calendar (RWK) 

At the November meeting, we solicit ideas for 
programs to put on the calendar for the following 
year. This year every program planned came 
from a suggestion from the members. We would 
like to do the same for next year. There will be a 
survey online in which you can give us your 
ideas. Remember a several months are pre-
planned: January Winter Silhouette, the July 
auction, August workshop, October Longwood 
Gardens show, and the November election, 
calendar planning and “Garage Sale”.  

I would like to try to go to the Brooklyn 
Botanical Gardens in September to increase the 
chances that by then we will be safe to go. I think 
that for the winter and spring meetings, we 
should think of programs that can be cancelled 
easily if necessary and instead be run as a 
virtual meeting or be replaced with a virtual 
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meeting on another topic. Please do this by 
Thanksgiving so that the officers can start 
working on the ideas. To suggest topics use this 
URL: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/F8XZRRV  
 
Preparing Your Trees for Winter (RWK) 
These suggestions come from the many 
programs I have watched at different 
conventions and read in the four different bonsai 
magazines to which I subscribe. Some may go 
against conventional wisdom. 
1. Remove all weeds and moss from the soil. 
2. Using a chopstick remove the top 1/4” - 1” of 

the soil (depending on the size of the pot) and 
replace it with fresh soil to rid the soil of the 
“garbage” in the top soil and to increase water 
and air flow. 

3. With deciduous trees, remove any leaves left 
and prune the branches to the buds where 
you want growth to begin. This goes against 
conventional wisdom but I have heard this at 
two conventions and have read this in both a 
Japanese and European bonsai magazines. 
They all agreed that cutting off the end of the 
branches, did nothing to disturb hormone flow. 

4. Remove the yellow needles on pine trees. 
5. Don’t worry about changing to a low nitrogen 

fertilizer. The tree’s physiology changes such 
that nitrogen is not being taken in as fall 
approaches. Any extra nitrogen is washed out 
during watering. 

6. Clean deadwood at this time to make sure all 
the nooks and crannies are free of insects, 
insect eggs, fungus and fungus spores. 

7. When watering your trees at this time, take 
note of the trees in which water is not draining 
well and should be repotted. Mark these trees 
with some sort of marker so that you 
remember to repot it at the proper time. 

8. Spray your tree with a spray that contains 
insecticide and anti-fungal agents. We use to 
be told to spray with a mix of lime sulfur and 
Volk oil; however, there are now many 
products on the market that already have both 
properties that you can use. 

Saint John’s Wort (The shrub)  (SDI) 
Does anyone know anything about 

Hypericum prolificum, known as shrubby St. 
John's wort, as a bonsai?  It is a deciduous 
shrub in the genus Hypericum named for its 
"prolific" number of stamens.  Great exfoliating 
bark.  Lots of yellow flowers.   

I just inherited five of them that had been 
essentially bare-root in the back of a pick-up 
truck for a number of days.  They responded well 
to potting and watering so they seem like they 
will survive.  Three went into the ground as lawn 
plantings, but two with reasonable trunks went 
into nursery pots for potential future bonsai.  
They will need to recover a bit and then be cut 
back hard.  I worry a bit about scars rotting and 
the wood seemed soft, but it could be a result of 
improper care while they were in someone else’s 
yard.   

Any thoughts?   
 
 
 
In the mean time… (Miss take intentional) 
 
Stay apart.  Stay happy.  Stay 
busy.  Stay healthy.   
 
Keep on top of those trees!   
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